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So many questions were answered this week through two interviews, one with Ms. 
Katherine Devlin and another with Mr. James Whalen. With Ms Devlin the topic of working as a 
woman in the legal field was discussed heavily, along with the subjectivity of sentencing. She 
provided wonderful advice coving undergraduate school, law school, and the professional world. 
Ms Devlin emphasized the need for experience through clinics and internships, as well as the 
need to utilize my feminine characteristics instead of becoming more “manly.” By staying true to 
myself, many more opportunities will arise and I will have a better chance to set myself apart 
from other students and attorneys. She also mentioned issues in sentencing, believing that many 
clients are given a sentence based on paper — their background, education, socio economics, 
previous criminal history — rather than the crime committed and the client himself. In my 
second interview on the 21st, with Mr. Whalen, the topic of appeals was discussed heavily. Mr. 
Whalen is a criminal defense attorney in Frisco works on many federal appeals for his clients. 
Because it is such a complicated process, Mr. Whalen’s expertise was extremely beneficial. To 
understand this important process more in depth, additional research will be done this week. 

Furthermore, I hope to schedule an interview with Ms. Darlina Crowder, an attorney in 
Dallas. She worked on the Lisa Diaz case in 2004 that gained national media attention and 
succeeded in a not guilty by insanity decision.  Hopefully, with a follow up phone call this week, 
she will have time for a brief interview with me. Additionally, the plan is to finalize my original 
work idea with further research on sentencing and the subjectivity of it. Mr. Whalen informed 
me that state judges are elected, introducing a partisan aspect to their appointment. In his 
experience this has influenced the decisions made by judges hoping for reelection so I plan to 
research this further and possibly find a way remove the political lense from sentencing. Along 
with this, the goal is to update many of the smaller aspects of my work, such as my portfolio, 
digital portfolio, and linkedin account. Much of these have not been updated recently and so, 
because my interview was so early this week and most of my college applications have been 
submitted, I will have more time allotted for these smaller tasks. 


