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This past week has been hectic but very productive towards both my original work goals 
and my topic, criminal defense law. Out of the four types of judicial selection in the United 
States — partisan elections, nonpartisan elections, nominating committee, and appointment by 
the governor/legislature — I have spoken to two judges from two states. Judge Bender, from 
Collin County, Texas, explained the benefits and drawbacks of partisan elections in Texas, and 
provided examples of situations where the election process has removed experienced judges 
largely based on their party affiliation. Judge Barrett, from Mesa County, Colorado, was also 
contacted to discuss the nominating commission and how it works. While before this research 
was done it was clear partisan elections were an issue in Texas, these interviews made the 
problem more clear. Along with this, the structure of a bill was research. More complex that I 
originally thought, writing the bill will be very difficult and require aid from a lobbyist or 
someone more familiar with the legislative process. However, this past week I also had an 
interview with Ms. Haywood, a defense attorney in the area who provided me with the contact 
information of a woman familiar with the Texas state legislature. Ms. Haywood was also very 
helpful in explaining the many different types of defenses that can be used in each type of case, 
such as necessity, mistaken memory, hypersensitivity, and incorrect facts. 

In light of this progress, steps for this week are much more clear than they had been in 
previous weeks. An additional interview has been scheduled for this week with Ms. Petty, a 
criminal defense attorney in Plano. Following her interview, either her or Ms. Haywood will 
likely become my mentor for the year. Ms Haywood has already offered me the opportunity to 
shadow her when possible, however she works from home and only works child abuse cases, 
which can take a heavy emotional toll on an individual. Because of the specificity of her cases, 
other professionals will be considered when choosing a mentor. Furthermore, Mr Shapiro’s Law 
Firm will be contacted this week with a goal of setting up a date to observe him in the workplace, 
either with a client or in court. Lastly, the most important goal for this week is to find a judge 
from a state using nonpartisan elections to set up an interview. It will be difficult due to time 
zone differences and the sheer amount of judges in each state but it will be very beneficial 
toward my original work, particularly in deciding whether Texas should change to a nonpartisan 
election process or a nominating commission. 

 


