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This week was extremely beneficial in deciding which path to pursue, whether it be 
public or private defense. Now, by knowing that students are hired right out of law school to 
work as a public defender, there is a new sense of job security. Before this week’s research, 
private defense seemed like the only option as it provides a higher salary, greater flexibility in 
hours, and clients or cases can generally be chosen. However, now that the inequalities between 
these types of counsel are known, especially in regards to case outcomes, public defense seems 
like a greater opportunity to help the accused who simply cannot afford a private attorney. 
Criminal defense law is my passion because of the opportunity to help protect the rights of all 
individuals, not simply those who can afford it. While research from this week shows that public 
defenders are overworked and underpaid, I hope to find a mentor who can make time available 
from his or her schedule for interviews and observation opportunities throughout the year. 

With this new information, the next question is how to defend specific cases. For this 
week, the plan is to focus specifically on sexual assault and harassment cases, because of 
personal moral objections. With the constant victim blaming and shame brought to women who 
come forward, it will be extremely difficult to perpetuate this cycle, especially as a woman. Out 
of all of the different criminal cases that can be expected throughout my career, sexual assault 
cases appear to be the most difficult in terms of conflicting personal beliefs. The goal is to find 
another defense for these types of cases because, as difficult as it may be, the men or women 
accused of such crimes still deserve a strong defense. 

 

 

 


