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This past week was relatively productive in deciding on a final product, at least in the 
research aspect. With a mentor visit on Monday to discuss the final product, much progress was 
made. As an attorney on the mental health wheel at the Collin County Courthouse, Ms. Petty 
recommended a focus on mental health issues in the court system and how to most effectively 
aid them. The common illnesses she sees are schizophrenia and bipolar disorder so research will 
be done on these two types. Furthermore, this past week the final product proposal rough draft 
was done. During the time this was written, it was decided that a proposal would be created that 
would be focused towards educating judges on the issues and influence their sentencing 
decisions towards mental health facilities for treatment rather than excessive prison sentences.  

This week should be much more beneficial in finalizing my final product proposal. The 
plan is to meet with Ms. Petty early this week to discuss changes to make to the project. She 
recently met with the Mental Health Coordinator at the Collin County Courthouse and discussed 
my proposal with her. After this meeting, it was recommended that I refocus my proposal on 
educating attorneys on how to properly represent those afflicted with these mental illnesses. With 
this in mind, the goal is to further discuss this with Ms. Petty and rewrite my proposal to focus 
on how to educate attorneys on the issue, possibly by adding it to the official coursework for 
continuing education that attorneys are required to participate in each year. Additionally, 
previous assignments and research will be reviewed for the semester presentation. After 
reviewing this research and the questions I had when I initially read the documents, the hope is to 
meet with Ms. Petty sometime in the next few weeks and review the questions I had. 


