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Much Improvement 

Assessment 13 - Fall Semester and Original Work Reflection 

Assessment: 

From the beginning of the year, my mission has been the same: to grow as an individual 

and move out of my comfort zone by making connections with professionals. The goal has been 

achieved more than originally expected. The amount of improvement to both my public speaking 

skills and my communication skills is unimaginable. I went from a quiet, shy girl who was 

always nervous to speak with professionals to a confident and outspoken woman. Other goals for 

the semester were achieved as well. Every other week my website and portfolio are updated to 

include the latest assignments and research to ensure nothing is forgotten. Additionally, 

throughout this first semester, many attorneys and judges were contacted, which has 

strengthened communication skills and confidence when contacting individuals over the phone 

and in interviews. From these experiences, I have learned a lot about both criminal law and the 

judicial selection processes across the United States.  

The original work aspect of first semester was initially difficult to grasp. It took quite a 

bit of time to fully understand the project because of how open it is for each student. Because of 

this, various ideas were suggested but later dismissed. However, after discussing the judicial 

selection process in Texas with criminal defense attorney Mr. James Whalen, I decided a bill to 
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transform this system would benefit both the general population and strengthen the court systems 

in Texas. After months of research and interviews, the bill was written to change the judicial 

selection process in Texas from partisan elections to a nominating commission with retention 

elections. The original work process, though difficult, taught important lessons on overcoming 

challenges, adjusting to unexpected situations, and building a strong work ethic. These skills will 

aid me in the future throughout college and in the professional world since there will always be 

difficult situations to overcome. It was not always easy to find judges from other states to 

schedule interviews with, especially because of the lack of connections and time changes. By 

adjusting to the situations and constantly adding to my research, these challenges were surpassed 

and a detailed bill was written with the correct format and structure.  

Along with this, great strides were made in developing professional relationships 

throughout the first semester. With each attorney and judge that was interviewed, connections 

were made on Linkedin and other contact information was provided. Additionally, my mentor, 

Ms. Petty, has provided many new relationships and contacts to me, including both judges and 

other attorneys. She has introduced me to two judges at the Collin County Courthouse who 

offered to speak with me about law school in New York City, which is where I hope to go. 

Furthermore, my professional relationship with Ms. Petty has already opened doors for me in the 

future. She has mentioned a summer internship program at the Collin County Courthouse that 

she would help me apply for, as well as showed me around court so better explain proper 

procedure. 

For this semester to be as successful, or more so, than last semester, it is important to 

continue building these relationships and taking advantage of as many opportunities as possible. 
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With college right around the corner, the plan is to build as many relationships and connections 

with attorneys and other professionals now that may help me in the future and strengthen my 

understanding of the law. Additionally, plans for the final product must be thoroughly thought 

out. While the bill on judicial selections was an interesting topic and very beneficial to my 

growth as an individual, it was not as focused on criminal law as originally hoped. Because of 

this, the final product aspect of the spring semester will hopefully be more centered on criminal 

law and increase my knowledge on the field.  


