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Throughout last week much progress was made towards determining and finalizing the 
plan for my final product. After briefly speaking with Ms. Petty and receiving feedback on my 
last proposal, parts of the project have changed. The new goal for the final product is to easily 
inform attorneys on the Mental Health wheel in other surrounding counties about how to further 
aid their clients, especially regarding sentencing options. Following the completion of a case 
study and proposal, which will provide a guide for my research on mental illness and 
institutionalized treatment plans, the idea is now to create a brochure from this information that 
would more succinctly provide research information. The brochure would also include a link to 
the case study and proposal for more detailed information. After finalizing this idea, this past 
week also included a large amount of research provided both through the databases and from Ms. 
Petty herself. Articles were read regarding the negative impacts of solitary confinement in 
prison, especially for those suffering from mental illness, and treatment plans and programs 
already in place that have proven to be effective.  

This week should be very exciting as I will be observing Ms. Petty in court for her 
murder case. There is a bench trial taking place to determine her client’s sentence as he has 
already plead guilty in court. Since he has been diagnosed with schizophrenia, it will be difficult 
to determine how to proceed. This will be a great opportunity see learn more about court 
procedures, such as admitting evidence and questioning witnesses, as well as how to question an 
expert witness. Since February 18th there was no school, I already observed for a few hours. 
This only covered parts of the prosecution's argument though so I will be attending later in the 
week as well to better understand the defense's’ role in the case. Overall this will be very 
beneficial to my learning and I am excited to continue observing in court. 


