
 

Topic Proposal 

As a topic of study for this year, I plan to research criminal defense law and determine whether 

public defense or private practice would be the best fit for me. I hope to learn more about jury selection 

and the trial process specifically, along with the types of defenses that can be used for each case. In 

addition, I would like to determine whether private practice or public defense is the path for me. 

Since a young age my parents joked that I should be an attorney because of my argumentative and 

persuasive character, though I was very shy and never considered it as a career path. I was always 

interested in crime dramas on Netflix, but I never thought I would actually be capable of arguing a case 

myself in front of a jury like my favorite characters had. After moving to Frisco and talking a law class at 

the Career and Technical Education Center that perspective changed.  After participating in a mock trial 

as part of my class, I had the opportunity to act has the lead counsel for the defense. This experience 

helped me realize that law was a passion of mine that I wanted to pursue. From that moment, my classes 

and schedule was built around the ultimate goal of becoming a criminal defense attorney. I took a heavy 

amount of AP courses to prepare me for the workload that comes with the profession. Classes such as AP 

Literature and AP Language, along with all of the possible AP History courses possible allowed me to 

strengthen my writing and develop complex thinking skills.  Additionally, I joined Model United Nations 

and worked extremely hard to earn a position as a Shadow Officer my first year and ultimately Head 

Officer with only one year of experience. This program forced me to move out of my comfort zone in 

order to compete well in conferences and enabled me to quickly break out of my shell. I also developed 

leadership qualities that will benefit me in my pursuit of criminal defense law. As Head Officer I am in 

charge of organizing and leading meetings, creating and updating the website, and taught new members 

parliamentary procedure. These experiences developed a strong work ethic, patient attitude, and the 

ability to communicate with others, which will aid me in my pursuit of criminal defense law. Over the 



 

years and following my move to Frisco, my interest in criminal law has grown dramatically, making it 

easier to know that it is the career path to pursue. 

From previous classes and research on my own, I have some background knowledge of the 

different types of law, allowing me to make a more informed decision regarding the type in which I plan 

to specialize. Also, the leadership qualities I possess as Head Officer in Model United Nations greatly 

impact my future. This club and this position teach communication and the public speaking skills needed 

to pursue the legal profession, along with the argumentative and writing skills developed through our 

debates and resolutions. At each conference, I present the viewpoint of the country I represent and debate 

with other delegates the best resolution to an international issue. These debates show the argumentative 

qualities I possess, along with my ability to represent my assigned country, regardless of my personal 

beliefs. These qualities will greatly aid me in criminal defense law as there will often be clients I represent 

that conflict with my personal beliefs.  Furthermore, after some research, I found that criminal defense 

attorneys, particularly public defenders, have an extremely heavy caseload. Because of the countless AP 

courses I have taken, along with balancing extracurricular activities throughout high school, I feel that I 

am more prepared to handle such a heavy workload than most. My hard work and determination shows in 

school as I often spend hours at a time completing assignments and maintaining a high GPA. Lastly, I am 

a passionate individual who is determined to succeed in criminal defense law, and I feel that the 

characteristics and skills I have developed will aid me in this profession. 


