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Compared to the rest of the year so far, this past week was the best and more informative 
so far. Observing Ms. Petty in court for her bench trial was the most amazing experience I have 
had in this course so far. It was very beneficial to observe court procedure in court, making it 
more clear how each attorney presents evidence and questions witnesses. Differences between 
the prosecution and defense were made clear, especially when cross examining. In this case 
particularly, the defendant plead guilty of murder so when the prosecution was questioning 
witnesses, it was very focused on his negative qualities, his mistakes, and hostility towards those 
who thought otherwise. The prosecution objected multiple times when the defendant’s mother 
was testifying, even as she broke down in tears on the stand. In contrast, the defense seemed to 
be walking on eggshells and only focused on his mental illness. These are only a few of the 
differences in how each attorney behaved and would not have been understood through research. 

Because last week had over 12 hours of mentor visit and observation time, this week will 
be more focused on research towards the final product. After observing the defendant's behavior 
in court and hearing expert testimony on his mental illness, the plan is to further research mental 
illness, particularly bipolar disorder and schizophrenia. Additionally, research on the general 
statistics of mental health disorders and treatment in prisons will be done. This information is 
extremely important to understand in depth as it will heavily impact my proposal and how I will 
proceed when researching treatment plans later in the month. Since mental illness affects the 
majority of inmates and recidivism rates are extremely high among these individuals, research on 
these disorders and how they affect people will be very important. Additionally, since a mentor 
visit is in the process of being scheduled for this week, the goal is to discuss the case study with 
Ms Petty to get a better idea of how to begin that portion of my final product. Overall this week 
should be very productive and filled with research.  


